
PURCHASING AN 
ATV or 

SNOWMOBILE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Purchase Vehicle 
 

Proper Paperwork 

Enjoy your VEHICLE 

This brochure is designed to help you obtain the 
proper paperwork and fees to register your new or 
used vehicle.  
 
Disclaimer:  The information contained herein is 
subject to change by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.  If you have any questions, 
please contact your local County Recorder or the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources at 1-515-
281-5918. 
 

NEW OR USED 
ATV/SNOWMOBILE 

PURCHASED FROM DEALER 
 

REGISTRATION IS COMPLETED 
BY DEALER 

 

USED ATV/SNOWMOBILE –  
Sale between private parties (Previously 
registered) 
Iowa Registered – registration does NOT need 

to be current to transfer ownership but a $5 
penalty may apply (see Used Vehicle Fees 
chart) 

• Registration receipt or screen print 
from an Iowa County Recorders office 

• Title signed by seller ** 

• Bill of Sale signed by seller listing 
purchase price.  Sales Tax will be 
collected on the purchase price. 

• Application for Registration (obtained 
at local County Recorder’s office) 
 

**If the Title has a notation regarding a lien, 
the lien MUST be released by the County 
Recorder listed on the title. 

 
Registered Out of State –  

• Need Registration and/or Title from 
previous state signed by seller 

• Bill of Sale signed by seller listing 
purchase price.  Sales Tax will be 
collected on the purchase price. 

• Application for Registration (obtained 
at local County Recorder’s office) 

 

 

ATV/SNOWMOBILE NEVER    
REGISTERED IN ANY STATE: 

Contact your local County Recorder or 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources at 1-515-281-5918  

       for instructions. 
 

NEW VEHICLE FEES: 
Between Jan 1st thru Dec 31st , to end 
of current year:  
    $16.75 + Title and/or Lien Fees 
 
Between Sept 1st thru Dec 31st , to end 
of following year:  
   $21.75 + Title and/or Lien Fees 
 

Sales tax will be collected on 
purchase price. 

TITLE FEES:  $10.50 
LIEN FEES:  $10.50 
 

USED VEHICLE FEES with  
   Current Registration: 
   Same as new fees listed above 
      
   Expired Registration: 
   Between Jan 1st thru Dec 31st, to 
   end of current year:  $21.75 
   ($5.00**penalty, $16.75 registration 
    fee) +Title and/or Lien Fees  
 
  Between Sept 1 thru Dec 31st  to 
   end of following year:  $26.75    
    ($5.00** penalty, $21.75    
    registration fee) + Title and/or  
    Lien Fees 
 

Sales Tax will be collected on 
purchase price. 

TITLE FEES:  $10.50 
LIEN FEES:  $10.50 

 
**A used vehicle in possession of a 
Snow/ATV dealer when registration 
expired will NOT pay the $5.00 penalty 
fee. 
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